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Engineering
and Computing
sees internships
increase
By Eric Higgins
GW. Intern

reduce carbon footpri
—
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The number of en
gineering and comput
ing internships avail- '
able for Grand Valley '
State University students
is on the rise.
According to a GVSU
press release, internships
for engineering students
increased by 42 percent
in 2010, while computing
and information systems
co-ops have increased by
31 percent since 2009.
The
Padnos
College of
Engineer
ing
and
Comput
ing is the
only GVSU
department
with a coPLOTKOWSKI
°P program,
which
al
lows
stu
dents to work for a semester in
their chosen field of study and
then take classes the following
semester.
Paul Plotkowski, dean of the
Padnos College of Engineering
and Computing, said that the rise
in engineering and computing can
be attributed to the diverse indus-

mate Action Plan, which contained our
greenhouse gas inventory,” Bartels said.
GW Assistant News Editor
“The committee collected data on emisA err r s*°ns *n
2006 fiscal year for a baserand Valley State Univer- line and compared that to the 2009 fiscal
sity’s Sustainable Commu- year data.”
nity Development Initiative
The report includes an emissions in
recently updated its Climate ventory that covers three scopes. The first
Action Plan, which was ap scope covers the amount of energy that is
proved in January 2010 to establish the produced, the second covers the amount
steps that GVSU will take to reduce the of energy purchased and the third covers
all other forms of emissions. The Climate
university’s carbon footprint.
The plan, which has received strong Action Plan committee is pleased to an
support from the sustainability commu nounce that the emissions in both the first
nity, was orchestrated to keep with the and second scope have fallen by 5 per
American College and University Presi cent, Bartels said. When the data is bro
dents Climate Commitment, an agreement ken down, this shows that emissions have
coordinated by the Association for the fallen by 17 percent per student and 20
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher percent on a square-footage basis.
Education and signed by GVSU President
“The benefit of the plan is the cre
Thomas J. Haas in March 2009.
ation of a baseline that improvement
Bart Bartels, project manager of the can be measured against,” Bartels said.
SCDI and coordinator of the Climate Ac “We now know that even though 2,285
tion Committee, said part of the Climate students and almost 800,000 square feet
Commitment is to send updated versions have been added since the base year of
of the Climate Action Plan to the AASHE 2006, the university’s carbon footprint
every other year. This year, SCDI updated has decreased. That is incredible. Mea
the greenhouse gas report.
suring the impact brings accountability
“Last year, the Climate Action Com and transparency to the challenge ahead.
mittee produced the university’s first CliSee Energy, A2
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RecycleMania 2011 comes to GV
By Anya Zentmeyer
GW. News Editor
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University and college
campuses nationwide are
competing for a better to
morrow with the RecycleMania 2011 competi
tion. Grand Valley State
University joins the 10week competition for the
third consecutive year.
““Facilities
Services
and Recyclemania have
done a great job of chang
ing behaviors that last a
lifetime,” said Bart Bar
tels, project coordinator of
the Sustainable Communi
ty Development Initiative.
Originating in Febru
ary 2001, RecycleMania
is described on the website
as “a friendly competition

among college and univer
sity recycling programs in
the United States that pro
vides the campus commu
nity with a fun, proactive
activity in waste reduc
tion.”
Running from Jan. 24
through March 27, Opera
tions Supervisor of Facili
ties Services Steve Leeser
said that GVSU made posi
tive strides last year in the
RecycleMania
competi
tion.
“Last
year’s
results
showed
continued
im
provement in our pro
gram,” he said.
Weighing in at 622,202
pounds of waste and
227,442 pounds of recy
cling, GVSU’s RecyleMania 2010 showed a
19-percent reduction in

//

Facilities Services
and Recyclemania
have done a great
job of changing
behaviors that last
a lifetime/7
-Bart Bartels
Project coordinator,
Sustainable Community
Development Initiative
waste and a 3-percent in
crease in recycling from
2009, when waste totaled
767,094 pounds and recy
cling 221,494 pounds.
In 2009, compost had
not yet been introduced

GVL / Nicole Lemson
Going green: 9-year-old Nate Weller of Grand Rapids takes

See RecycleMania, A2

advantage of Slbs and Kids weekend to do some recycling at GV.
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It also confirms that we can
reduce our environmental im
pact, even in times of rapid
growth.”
Tim Thimmesch, assistant
vice president for GVSU Facili
ties Services and member of the
Climate Action Committee, is
also pleased with the greenhouse
gas report.
“This is further evidence
of the university’s continuing
commitment to sustainability,”
said Tim Thimmesch, assistant
vice president for GVSU Facili
ties Services and a member of
the Climate Action Committee.
“Our efforts to improve eneigy
conservation through new light
ing technology, construction ef
forts and climate control contrib

BRIEFS!

utes to lower consumption and a
reduced carbon footprint. There
is also an ongoing evaluation
of new products and processes
to reduce eneigy consumption
so that we can make further
headway on future carbon emis
sions.”
The Climate Action Com
mittee will be working to update
the plan again before the next
AASHE deadline in January of
2012, said Bartels. Next year’s
updates will reassess the plan as
a whole and will also re-evaluate
projections for when GVSU will
achieve complete carbon neu
trality.
To see GVSU’s Climate Ac
tion Plan, visit http://acupcc.
aashe .org/cap/126/.

GV NEWS
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Annis Water Resources
Institute internships

assistantnews@ lanthorn jcom
Carbon neutral: A graph from the Climate Action Plan compares carbon dioxide emissions at GVSU with
efforts to reduce energy consumption. The plan estimates that GVSU will be carbon neutral in or around 2037.

Engineering
continued from page A1

tries in West Michigan.
“West Michigan has a very di
verse employer base,” said Plotkowski. “This includes the design
and manufacturing of everything
from aerospace systems to bio
medical devices and automation.
All of these industries have a tre
mendous need for a talented en
gineering and computing work
force.”
Students in the school of engi
neering are required to complete
external internships or co-op pro
grams before they graduate.
Tom Demmon, the associate
director for GVSU Career Servic
es, said that more companies are
hiring interns now to help recov
er from the recession because in
terns are temporary and cost less
money than a full-time employee.
“When they started to recover,
they were a little reluctant to add
permanent employees that have
more of a commitment; but they
could add a co-op or an intern
with a lot less one, commitment
for time and secondly, a lot less
money, quite frankly,” he said.
Many of the students that ap
ply for engineering and comput
ing internships in West Michigan

Kirkpatrick
CONGRATULATIONS!
This was the energy reduction
from last year in the month of
November

come from the surrounding area.
“Roughly 40 percent of the stu
dents who attend GVSU are from
West Michigan, and the portion of
engineering and computing stu
dents is consistent with that,” said
Plotkowski.
After graduation, many for
mer GVSU students are staying in
West Michigan to find jobs.
“The two most common re
marks by our graduates about
staying in West Michigan after
graduation are that they already
had a relationship with an em
ployer via their co-op or intern
ship, and that the quality of life in
West Michigan is hard to beat,”
Plotkowski said. “They want to
live in the area and they are al
ready connected.”
Demmon said he has heard
from employers that they won’t
look at a resume when they want
to hire someone if the person does
not have internship experience.
He also said that the biggest chal
lenge with internships is finding
the right balance between students
who want internships and busi
nesses that want to hire interns.
“We can go out and recruit all
the students and get them excited
about internships and if they can’t
find a good one, and an employer,
that doesn’t work, so it is kind of
like fishing in a pond that has no
fish,” Demmon said. “Or the oth
er way too, the employer that gets
all excited and tries to hire a stu
dent and can't find anybody that
fits their needs.”

15360 kwh
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RecycleMania
continued from page A1

into the competition, but Leeser said
addition of compost reduced the vol
ume going to the landfill by 95,238
pounds - a statistic that Leeser finds
the most pride in from last year’s Re
cycleMania.
In 2010, the percent of waste stream
recycled totaled at 27 percent, a 20
percent increase from 2009.
Leeser said that although he is proud
of the strides GVSU is making, he does
feel that some of the resident units and

academic buildings do not participate
at the desired levels, which stunts the
final totals for the competition.
“Our resident units on the north side
of campus need to match the volumes
of the south units,” he said.
Leeser said that RecycleMania has
brought increased attentiqn to our sus
tainability initiative on campus and
added a simple, sustainable reason for
student, staff and faculty participating
in this year’s 2011 competition.
“We need to walk the talk,” he said.

news@lanthorn.com

GV's Hospitality and Tourism
program welcomes new professor
By Chelsea Stoskopf
QVL Staff Writer

With years of experience
now under his belt, Cary
C. Countryman is among
the two new Grand Valley
State University assistant
professors in the Hospitality
and Tourism Management
Department. Countryman
has also taught at several
other universities across the
country including Brigham
Young University in Ha
waii, University of Houston
and Washington State Uni
versity.
“1 was at some of the
top programs in hospitality
and tourism management
and then when I saw Grand
Valley, I didn’t know much
about them initially but the
more that I found out about
them and the more I talked
with other people, the more
impressed I was,” Country
man said. “So I feel like this
is a program that will con
tinue to grow and become
more and more successful.”
As a part of his expe
rience, Countryman has
earned his Ph.D. in Hospi
tality and Tourism Market
ing and Consumer Behavior
from Purdue University, a
master’s in Marketing, Hos
pitality and Tourism Infor
mation Systems and a bach

elor’s in Political Science
from Washington State Uni
versity, an associate degree
in Educational Administra
tion at Everett Community
College and he is a Certified
Hospitality Educator (CHE)
from the American Hotel
and Lodging Association.
However, he said his focus
in this field is mainly in edu
cation.
“1 really like the ability to
work with students on differ
ent projects and research,”
he said. “1 think that if I had
gone back into the industry
and working for one com
pany, it’s kind of boring now
in that I get to experience
new things all the time - new
projects, new research, new
areas, kind of being out there
on the cutting edge in my re
search so things that people
never thought about before,
to me that is exciting and it’s
never dull or boring.”
When Countryman was
growing up, he was able to
gain most of his experience
through a family-owned
bed and breakfast in Wash
ington State, as well as be
ing involved with the Boy
Scouts for over 30 years. He
also has an extensive back
ground in technology and
five published works about
hospitality and tourism man
agement.

UNIVERSITY T0WNH0USES &
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“He is knowledgeable
about a number of differ
ent areas,” said Paul Stansbie, department chair of the
Hospitality and Tourism
Management Department.
“He has background teach
ing from technology classes
to marketing and strategic
management classes and
information analysis. So
that was a big plus from our
point of view.”
Stansbie also said Coun
tryman is heading up the
department’s new research
center which will coordinate
faculty scholarship outreach
and constructing research
projects such as technical re
ports, journals and work on
behalf of people in the com
munity.
“So far he is doing very
well at Grand Valley,” he
said. “He is doing a grand
job for us.”
Countryman said he
thinks things have been go
ing great so far and hopes he
can stay at GVSU for good.
“1 hope I can stay as long
as possible,” Countryman
said. “I hope that the univer
sity is happy with me and
that I can make this a perma
nent home.”
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For those students
interested in taking
part in multidisciplinary
research of freshwater
resources, the GVSU
Annis Water Resources
Institute (AWRI) is now
taking applications for
two 2011 internships.
The DJ. Angus-Scientech
Education Foundation
Internship and the Robert
B. Annis Foundation
Undergraduate Student
Internship will both take
place this summer.
In addition, AWRI
is now accepting
applications for the
fall 2011 Bill and Diana
Wipperfurth Student
Research Scholarship.
Applications and
information are available
at the AWRI web site,
http://www.gvsu.edu/
wri/, located under the
Undergraduate Funding/
Opportunities tab.
The deadline for these
applications is.5 p.m. on
Friday, March 11,2011.

Do you have a question
that you've always
wanted to ask President
Thomas J. Haas? GVSU
students, faculty and staff
will have the opportunity
on Tuesday, February 1,
from 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
when Haas holds virtual
office hours. This online
program gives members
of the GVSU community
the opportunity to send
Haas an email and chat
or ask questions related
to the university. The
discussions are only
available to the GVSU
community and users
will need to login with
their Novell username
and password in order
to participate. Login
a www.gvsu.edu/
virtualofficehours.

MCEEA essay contest
now accepting
applications
The Michigan Career
Education and Employer
Alliance (MCEEA) is now
accepting applications for
their annual Carol Quandt
Co-op / Internship
Student Essay Contest.
Students can win up to
$500 by participating in
this essay contest. The
first place winner will also
be invited to the MCEEA
Annual Conference to
present his or her essay.
The winning essay may
also be published on the
MCEEA web site.
In order to be
considered, students
must be serving or have
served as a college co-op
or intern in Michigan at
least one semester or
term between May 2010
and May 2011. Last year,
students from GVSU took
first, second and third
place.
For more information,
visit www.mceea.org/.

The Grand Valley Lanthorn
is published under the
authorization of the GVSU
Newspaper Advisory Board.

Corrections
At the lanthorn we strive to bring you the
most accurate news possible
If we make a mistake, we want to make
it right If you find any errors in fact in the
Lanthorn, let us know by calling
(616)331 2464 or by e-marimg
editonalfflanthom com
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Senior's involvement foreshadows life of activism
GV student Petra Alsoofy dedicates college career, future plans to service, advocacy for peace, women's rights
By Lauren Ringger
GVL Staff Writer

When listing priorities, many
college students would talk about
earning good grades, finding a job
to pay the bills, doing laundry and
maintaining a social life. But at
Grand Valley State University, se
nior Petra Alsoofy would tell you
that saving the world is high on
her to-do list.
Alsoofy moved to the United
States from the Republic of Ye
men, a country located on the Ara
bian Peninsula in Southwest Asia,
in 1998. She grew up in Coldwater, Mich, and started attending
GVSU in the fall of 2006.
When Alsoofy started at GVSU,
she wanted to be a math teacher,
but after teaching for a year at a
local mosque, she decided teach
ing was not for her.
“1 just didn’t feel that I had
what it takes to do this for the rest
of my life,” she said. “I figured,
why not study something I am ac
tually interested in?”
Alsoofy decided on political
science and history, both with an
emphasis in Middle Eastern stud
ies.
“After taking a couple history
classes, I realized that you can
do history and you can do politi
cal science, but to get a complete
picture of what’s going on in this
world, you need both,” she said.
“They just complement each other
so beautifully, and you never get
bored studying the Middle East.”
Louis Moore, a history profes
sor at GVSU, has had Alsoofy in

Courtesy photo / gvsu.edu
Campus leader: Senior Petra Alsoofy speaks at the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies, where she is an intern. Alsoofy is
working with the Hauenstein Center to organize leadership opportunities at GVSU under one umbrella program, “Leadership U."
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I can definitely see her working out conflicts in different nations.
She is very knowledgeable and she will definitely have success."
-Louis Moore
GVSU history professor
three classes.
“Petra is a great student,”
Moore said. “She is hard-working,
and she takes service to a whole
new level.”
Alsoofy said some of her most
passionate areas are women’s
rights and women’s status in the

world.
“Basically anything that relates
to women, whether it is in the U.S.
or developing countries, the status
of women is not where it is sup
posed to be,” she said. “There is
still a lot of discrimination and
sexism, and this is something that I

myGVSU survey to assess campus climate
By Chelsea Lane
GW. Staff Writer
An anonymous survey,
launching tomorrow, will
invite the Grand Valley
State University community
to give answers to questions
about what it is like to learn,
live and work at the univer
sity. The myGVSU Survey
will serve as the fourth
campus climate study since
1994 and will aim to deter
mine what changes could
be made to make GVSU a
better and more inclusive
environment.
The survey, which will
be open for participation
until the Feb. 14, will fea
ture questions on work,
student life, the campus en
vironment and on-campus
bias incidents or prejudice,
among other topics. A com
mittee comprised of both
faculty and students has
been meeting every two
weeks to select which ques
tions will appear on the sur
vey. Statistics professor and
study co-chair Neal Rogness said the survey should
take approximately 20 to 30
minutes to complete.
“We’re seeking input
from the Grand Valley com
munity and that mcludes
students,” he said. “We’re
wanting people to tell us
what life is like at the uni
versity and we’re taking that
temperature, so to speak, of

the community... It’s criti
cal that we know how we’re
doing from a student per
spective.”
Those who complete
the survey will be given
a chance to register for a
variety of prizes, includ
ing an iPad, restaurant gift
certificates and dinner and
a performance of the Broad
way musical “Grease” with
President and Mrs. Haas.
“I strongly encourage
you to participate in this
anonymous survey,” Presi
dent Haas said in a letter.
“As we begin our next 50
years, it is an important

//

It's critical that
we know how
we're doing
from a student
perspective/'
-Neal Rogness
myGVSU co-chair
time in Grand Valley’s his
tory, and your voice is more
important and valued than
ever... 1 look forward to
making my voice heard and
know that together we can
make Grand Valley an even
more welcoming, inclusive,
and successful university.”
The survey results will
then be collected and ana-

1 y z e d
by
Sue
Rankin
and
As
sociates,
a
data
con su 11ing firm.
Rogness
said
he
hopes that
following
the
ini
tial
data
analysis,
a new “ac
tion-based
commit
tee” will
be formed
to react to
the
data ROGNESS
results and
determine
what types of changes can
be made to the campus en
vironment.
Vice president for Inclu
sion and Equity and study
co-chair Jeanne Arnold said
results of the survey will
be reported to the campus
community next year.
“We want everyone to
lyiow that this is a very
transparent study,” she said
in a press release.
Tables will be set up
across campus this week to
encourage students to take
the survey. For more in
formation about myGVSU,
please visit www.gvsu.edu/
mygvsu.

clone @ lanthorn .com

see myself working with.”
Along with women’s rights, Al
soofy is also interested in peace
building. Whether it is in conflict
countries or local communities,
Alsoofy believes that building
peace is crucial.
Alsoofy is a member of several

student organizations and is on the
student advisory board.
Off campus, Alsoofy is vice
president of the Peter Cook Lead
ership Academy with the Hauen
stein Center for Presidential Stud
ies. She has been with the center
for several years and was just
elected as an officer last year.
This past fall, the Hauenstein
Center hired Alsoofy as an intern
to design the program “Leadership
U,” a university-wide program
that aims to put all of the lead
ership opportunities offered by
GVSU under one umbrella. It al
lows any student to go through the
program and design his or her own
leadership philosophy. They hope
to release the official program in
the fall.
This semester, Alsoofy is work
ing with Inter-Faith, a national ini
tiative that encourages inter-faith
dialogue and work among college
students. Alsoofy is also working
with Model Arab League, which is
similar to Model United Nations,
an academic simulation of the
United Nations intended to educate participating students about
diplomacy and current events.
Alsoofy will have participated in
seven models this year.
Alsoofy’s considerable involve
ment and hard work will come to
fruition when she graduates this
May.
“I can definitely see her work
ing out conflicts in different nations,” said Moore. “She is very
knowledgeable and she will defi
nitely have success.”
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Many students unaware
of financial aid options
Almost 30 percent of students neglect to submit FAFSA forms
By Chelsea Lane
GW. Staff Writer

GVL / Eric Coulter
Dollars and cents: Michael Sondheimer, a communications and advertising major, fills out the 2011 FAFSA form.

A college education comes with a
hefty price tag, but some students may
be missing out on loans, grants and oth
er financial opportunities.
Approximately 70 percent of stu
dents at Grand Valley State University
tile for federal aid each year. This num
ber reflects a national study from Sallie Mae and Gallup, which found that
28 percent of families didn’t submit
Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) forms last academic year.
Half of these families said they weren’t
aware of the FAFSA or did not think
they would qualify for aid.
“One of the biggest misconceptions
is that students think they are not eli
gible for anything,” said Michelle Rho
des, GVSU director of Financial Aid.
“But it never hurts to apply.”
Federal aid for students falls into
three major categories: grants, loans
and work-study aid. Grants are mostly
available for undergraduate students,
and the money the student receives does
not have to be repaid. Federal loans are
available for students and parents and
must be repaid over an approximate
span of 10 years. Federal work-study
aid provides students with part-time
jobs on or near campus through which
they can earn federal funds distributed
by the school.
According to the National Center
for Education Statistics, as of the 20072008 school year, undergraduate stu
dents received an average of $6,600 per
student from these three types of aid.
Even if students do not qualify for
grants or work-study funding, which are
need-based only forms of aid, almost all
students who file a FAFSA request are
eligible to receive federal loans, Rhodes
said.
Students who may be eligible for fed

eral aid cannot owe refunds on existing
federal grants, must not be in default on
any student loans and cannot have been
found guilty of the sale or possession of
illegal drugs while receiving federal aid,
amongst other criteria.
This year, the Department of Edu
cation and IRS hope to make filing a
FAFSA easier by allowing applicants
to transfer 2010 tax form data from the
IRS to the FAFSA form.
Though the FAFSA requires students
and parents to submit the information
using 2010 tax information, families
can use their 2009 tax information or
some other best estimate to get started
and then later update the form once
2010 taxes have been filed.
The number of questions asked on
the FAFSA form itself have also been
greatly reduced. According to a 2009
New York Times study, an estimated
1.5 million students do not fill out the
FAFSA each school year because they
find the form to be too intricate or timeconsuming. Accordingly, the 2010
FAFSA eliminated 25 general financial
questions, as well as questions about
parents’ finances and Selective Service
registrations for applicants over a cer
tain age. The new online FAFSA has
dropped from 30 screens of questions to
10 screens.
The goal of the streamlining, accord
ing to a press release issued by the U.S.
Department of Education, is to increase
postsecondary enrollment, particularly
among low- and middle-income stu
dents through a more simplified pro
cess.
Michigan FAFSA forms must be
filled out and submitted by March 1 to
receive aid.
For more information about the
FAFSA, including how to apply and tips
for filling out the form, visit www.gvsu.
edu/financialaid.

clane@ lanthorn

The form has been condensed to make it more user-friendly for college students and their families.
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Optimism for area economy in 2011
Economics professor predicts economic upswing, small gains in employment rates for West Michigan ■
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

The greater Grand Rap
ids area received a boost
of confidence for the new
year from Grand Valley
State University econo

mist Hari Singh during the
Seidman College of Busi
ness’ 2011 economic fore
cast report on Jan. 19.
“The reason why it’s
positive this time around
for 2011 is because em
ployment for the first time

WE PAY
YOU
MORE!

is supposed to pick up
significantly,” Singh said.
“So employment will
grow by about 2 percent
for West Michigan.”
The 2-percent growth
in employment may be the
beginning of a more opti

mistic pattern, Singh said.
“And now manufac
turing is going to start
growing slowly again so
a 2-percent growth in the
employment process is a
significant growth but you
need that for a number of

%*
APY

MAX CHECKING

GVSU Students!

Take advantage of 4% APY
Max CheckingM and 5 ATMs on
campus. Visit our branch at 5023
Lake Michigan Drive for details,
online at LMCU.org or call
us at 242-9790.

years - four or five years to actually make a dent in
the unemployment rate.”
Singh.said confidence
in the economy will reach
above the projected 59
percent for 2011 while
people slowly crawl their
way out of the recession.
The past two years the
confidence index dipped
down to 49 percent.
The survey Singh con
ducted in November 2010
across sectors includ
ed business leaders from
Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon
and Allegan counties. The
survey required respon
dents to use a scale from
zero percent - no confi
dence at all - to complete
confidence at 100 per
cent.
Approximately 60 per
cent of respondents in
dicated they will hire in
2011, a fact that Singh at
tributed to a positive out
look.
“If they’re more confi
dent about the future, then
they tend to hire more
workers and spend more
money for investment - so
things all around from a
economic picture point of
view - the macro-picture
point of view starts look
ing positive,” he said.
Nominal sales are ex
pected to grow by 2.5 per

//

If they're more
confident about
the future, then
they tend to hire
more workers
and spend more ’’
money for
investment../7
-Hari Singh
GVSU economic professor
cent, and a 9 percent ex
pected growth on exports
also indicate the return
of blue skies in the great
er Grand Rapids area for
2011.
The key to sustain- /
ing a successful growth
in Grand Rapids, Singh •
thinks, is sustainability it- !
self - alternative energy,
to be more specific.
“So we need to posi
tion ourselves, in terms of
the state, having different ;
kinds of policies and dif
ferent kinds of opportu
nities for having differ- •
ent kinds of inventions
and different kinds of pro
ductions in alternative en
ergy,”

news@ lanthorn .com
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Turning around: Grand Valley State University economist Hari Singh
predicts that confidence in the economy will increase in 2011.
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EDITORIAL-------------------------------------------------------

Without a hitch

EDITORIAL CARTOON
WE VE EXPLORED THE MOON.
SPLIT THE ATOM

Although the Lakers split games with
rival Ferris State University, the brains
that organized and announced the 131
Showdown could not have asked for a
better outcome.
More than 5,800 basketball fans turned out to cheer
on their respective teams in the 131 Showdown as
the Grand Valley State University and Ferris State
University men’s and women’s basketball teams squared
off in the Van Andel Arena Saturday. The 5,863 fan total
filled more than half of the Van Andel’s 10,834 capacity
and was the highest attendance total of any GVSU
basketball game ever.
And with two down-to-the-wire rivalry match ups
(including one heart-breaking overtime thriller for
GVSU), each of those who attended got their money’s
worth.
GVSU took full advantage of the Van Andel’s
capabilities in making the athletes feel like they
were performing on the big stage. John Mason, the
announcer who works each of the Detroit Pistons’
home games, did the arena announcing for both the
men’s and women’s games, which included spotlight
introductions for GVSU’s starting lineups and post-shot
name announcements. The games also featured free
throw chimes and dead ball replays on the Van Andel’s
jumbotron, extra ameneties that aren’t available at
GVSU’s Fieldhouse Arena.
And what successful basketball game is complete
without a halftime half-court shot challenge? At halftime
of the men’s game, GVSU senior Mike Parker went up
against a Ferris State student, each having three chances
to sink a half-court shot in the Amway-sponsored
challenge. Parker hit the shot all-net on his first attempt,
winning a year’s supply of Amway Nutrilite, artistry
makeup and home cleaning products in the process.
Without a question, GVSU should make the 131
Showdown an annual event, but why stop there? GVSU
should look into what it would take to house some
playoff games there, maybe even the entire GLIAC
tournament. Some would argue that doing such would
give GVSU an advantage, but at Saturday’s game there
was a strong presence of “FSU” chants for every “GV
SU” chant.
The 131 Showdown was a wonderful idea, and as
an event it couldn’t have gone any better for everyone
involved, but when it comes down to it, it is still just a
regular season game. In moving forward, GVSU should
explore all of the possibilities and untapped potential it
has in hosting more important games downtown where it
can reach a broader audience of basketball fans.

Emanuel Johnson
Kim Sander
Samantha Butcher
Anya Zentmeyer
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WHERE THE
ARE MY
FLYINiG CARS AND JETPACKS?

GVL / Jacob Bowen

YOUR INSIGHTS

What would you change about the FAFSA application?

■m

"I wouldn't change
anything. It's
straightforward
and simple."

"It's really long.
It has a lot of
unnecessary
questions like
about child
support. It also
asks a lot of
personal questions
* we should base it
on other things, I
think."

"It could be
simpler. It can be
a long process,
and it's sometimes
complicated. It
should be available
sooner."

"I've never even
read it. My parents
do it because it's
their money. And
because they don't
want me to know."

"Maybe they
should worry more
about me instead
of what my parents
make."

Bailey Werner
Junior
Health Professions,
Psychology
Frankenmuth, Mich.

Kelsey Sterkenburg
Sophomore
Health Professions
Wayland, Mich.

William Cook
Sophomore
Pre-Business
Woodhaven, Mich.

Alyssa Mira
Sophomore
Biomedical Science
Livonia, Mich.

Ryan Kosko
Freshman

4 simple steps to moral superiority
Kevin VanAntwerpen

4

them for years and people
just stopped inviting him
to family reunions. But
I was so touched by Mr.
Asay’s thoughtful article
that I decided I’d follow
in his footprints - so here
are some tips to help you,
like the folks at Plugged
In Online, remain morally
superior to the rest of the
world.
One: develop superior
standards
Want to be morally
superior? The first step
is to realize everything
everyone else does is stu
pid - and be offended by
it. For instance, raunchy
R-rated comedies take
your attention away from
what really matters in the
world. Sure, your friends
thought “The Hangover"
was funny - but you know
what’s not funny? Dying
babies. The same thing ap
plies to most film genres,
with the exception of
anything featuring Kevin
Bacon.
Two: Don’t be afraid to

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Business Manager

Undecided
North Branch, Mich.
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WE HAVE COMPUTERS
AND THE INTERNET '

SO I THINK THE OBVIOUS QUESTION IS

Managing Editor

Editorial Page Board

WE CARRY WIRELESS PHONES
CONNECTED TO SATELLITES

AND APPARENTLY SCIENTISTS CAN CONTROL
NEMATODES BODIES WITH BLUE AND GREEN LIGHTS

Sometimes, after a
long week, I like to come
home, mix myself some
chocolate milk and vrxlka,
and snuggle up on the
couch for a healthy dose
of moral outrage. That’s
why this weekend found
me reading pluggedinonline.corn’s helpful six-step
guide to becoming a
celebrity.
In the article, writer
Paul Asay filled the page
with moral sacrifices that
must be made in order to
get famous - such as drop
ping the word “please"
from your vocabulary,
making embarrassing
YouTube videos, and re
fusing to wear underwear.
I’m not convinced those
things will make you the
next Lindsay Dihan - my
Uncle Tim’s been doing
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be offended
I know, in Luke 6:37,
the bible says “Do not
judge or you shall be
judged ...’’ But if Judge
Judy never judged, she’d
never have gotten a TV
show. The world is full of
traps that could steal your
purity away from you like
a high school quarterback
stealing purity from the
cheerleading squad. No
matter what situation
you’re in, remember to
ask yourself “should I be
offended by this?”. You’ll
find most often the answer
will be yes. The guy drink
ing a beer in the restaurant,
the couple kissing in the
parking lot, the guy with
tattoos smoking cigarettes
on the comer. If they had
morals, they’d be home
watching C-Span.
Three: Remind every
one else of how wrong
they are.
It’s not enough to just
be more enlightened than
the rest of the world. You
have to let them know

how morally crippled they
are. In my experience, the
best way to get a guy to
agree with your opinion
is to shout it in his face
as loudly and intrusively
as possible. Here’s a ftin
experiment! Get a mega
phone, go downtown, and
shout to the whole world
about your opinions. Just
don’t yell at the biker guys
about their tattoos. Trust
me, it ends badly.
Four Die righteous
and alone
You’ve done it! You’ve
got all these standards and
nobody in your life really
lives up to them. Now all
those filthy people will
leave you alone. When
you’re on your deathbed
and your grandchildren
refuse to visit you because
they think you’re creepy
and your apartment smells
like cat urine - you can
smile to yourself and
remember you’re better
than they are.

k\arumtwerpen
@ lanthorn rom

Argument that GVSU doesn't directly fund genocide 'null and void'

Valley Vote
Are you going to President’s Ball?

No: 45%

Yes: 55%
This week’s question:

Vote online at

Do you plan on filing a FAFSA form?

Lanthorn.com
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^The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discuss am and action on topics of interest
to 0ie Grand Valley Community.
^Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
The Grand Valley I .anthorn welcomes
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles
of -expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
-letters must include the author's name
and be accompanied by current picture
Kldhtification if dropped off in person,
letters will be checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
letters appear as space permits each
••

issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic emirs.
The name of the autfxir may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The
content,
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.
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It seems that the
campus has become to
some extent split over
the issue of Grand Val
ley divesting from the
use of JP Morgan’s pcard system. Since I have
thoroughly investigated
this issue with the help of
my classmates in my ju
nior seminar and am now
tackling this issue within
my senior project, 1 would
like to shed some light on
the arguments Mr. Hi bier
proposed in his letter to
the editor.
First of all, the concept
of fungibility needs to be
explained and applied to
this situation. Although
the money GV is invest
ing in JP Morgan does not
go directly towards the
funding of the genocide in
Sudan it does indirectly.
This is because money is
interchangeable among
itself and is therefore
fungible. This means that
when a dollar is given to
JP Morgan it goes into its
overall profits. Therefore
when GV gives a dollar
it may be initially put
into a pool that does not
directly fund PetmChina,
I

but overtime that dollar
has become part of the
overall profit and therefore
can then be used to fund
PetmChina. The argument
that GV does not directly
fund PetmChina is then
null and void.
Another issue that has
come up is the fact that if
GV does divest it will not
make a difference in the
genocide. I believe that
this is a pessimistic way
to view this subject. The
idea of divestment from
JP Morgan has already
grown over the past year.
A little over one year ago.
a group of students came
across fhe ties between
GV and PetmChina and
decided to take this up
with the university. That
group of students not only
presented their findings
to the office Business
and Finance and even to
President Haas, grown
into a much larger body
of students who are rallied
behind this cause, and
made the entire campus
aware of this issue, but it
has also convinced GV to
put their contract with JP
Morgan on hold and look

to other financial institu
tions for p-cands. This
shows that this issue has
the ability to grow and if
GV does divest from JP
Morgan it can lead to a
much larger movement.
There are multiple other
universities in Michigan,
such as University of
Michigan, Michigan State
University, and Western
Michigan University, that
are in contract with JP
Morgan and when they
become aware of the issue
involving the genocide in
Sudan and see that GV
has divested fully then
they too will have a model
to follow in their own
divestment. JP Morgan
and eventually PetmChina
will be forced to reconsid
er their ties in Sudan when
they begin to lose much
larger sums of money than
just their profit from GV.
My last point is that
GV will not be financially
negatively affected by this
divestment. The office
of Business and Finance
and my classmates began
looking into other finan
cial institutions last semes
ter and we have found

that Bank of America is
completely void of any
ties with the genocide
in Sudan. They offer the
same type of benefits as
JP Morgan and would be
able to provide the same
finances and p-cards.
There are also other finan
cial institutions that both
the office of Business and
Finance as well as myself
are exploring.
In the end GV has
no reason not to divest
from JP Morgan, and if it
does, then the University
will be living up to its
stated mission of being
an enlightened liberal
University concerned with
society’s major issues and
supporting its students in
their worthwhile activist
movements. In doing so, it
can then be proud of being
part of a local and national
movement applying pres
sure on the Sudanese
Government to stop this
horrific genocide against
its indigenous African
citizens.
Sarah Bierlein
GVSU Student
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Your life in pictures
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Sister act: Grand Valley student Hannah Quist and her younger
sister Morgan enjoy free snow cones at Slbs and Kids Weekend.

Rachel Dwyer
Family bonding: Megan Marthers poses with her sisters. Festivities included balloon animals and face painting

EEKEND

/ Nicola Lamson
Scientist in the making: A geologyNN||r helps a future Laker inspect some minerals during Super Science Saturday. More than 200 volunteers
worked the event.

__________

GVL / Nicole Lamson
Inquisitive minds: Little Lakers enjoy the wonders of science at Super Science Saturday.
The event has been held once every three years since Pad nos Hall was built in 1996.

J
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GVL / Nicole Lamson
Fun and science: Katie Johnson, 8, tries an experiment with water.

GVL

SUPER SCIENCE

Closer look: /oung scientist Dustin Voglmeyer
inspects some slides through a microscope.

SATURDAY
f
I
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as candy: Alec Berlingieri, 5, performs an elaborate experiment with some candy.
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Greg Monahan, Sports Editor
sports@lanthorn.com

Laker men lose overtime thriller
By Brady Fredericksen
GW. Staff Writer
In a game billed as a battle of
archrivals, Ferris State University
downed No. 15 Grand Valley State
University in an overtime thriller Sat
urday by a final score of 79-72.
The Amway 131 Showdown at the
Van Andel Arena in downtown Grand
Rapids lived up to its billing. The Lak
ers (15-4, 10-2 GL1AC), who trailed
by as many as nine points in the sec
ond half, rallied to take the lead over
the Bulldogs (14-5, 10-2 GLIAC) in
the final minute before falling in over
time.
After a cold start for both teams,
the GVSU offense found its game be
hind junior James Thomas - a Grand
Rapids native - who scored nine of his
18 points in the first.
Thomas' shooting, along with a
tenacious defensive effort, paced the
Lakers in a half where the offense was
often nonexistent.
“We knew this game wasn't going
to have a whole lot of rhythm; they're
a good team and they do things de
fensively that take you out of your
rhythm,” said senior Justin Ringler,
who had a team-high eight rebounds.
“The game just kind of started off a
little helter-skelter while the teams
feel each other out.”
The leakers played the majority
of the game without the assistance
of junior center Nick Waddell, junior
guard Alvin Storrs and senior guard
K’Len Morris. Waddell suffered a
knee injury prior to the game.
In-game injuries to Storrs and
Morris - an undisclosed knee injury
for Morris and a concussion for Storrs
- proved to be kinks in the Lakers’
chain.
“It's hard to measure emotions
- certainly K'Len's injury looks as
though it could be a career-threaten
ing one, and that's a sock in the gut.
And Alvin is certainly our emotional
leader, and Nick Waddell is a guy we
recruited with this game in mind,”
said GVSU head coach Ric Wesley,
whose team now sits in a first-place tie
with Ferris State in the GLIAC North.
“More than anything else, other than
the emotional part of it, was the depth
impact.”
That depth was tested early on as
sophomore Tony Peters (eight points)
and juniors Wes Trammell (seven
points) and Nick Cameri (four re
bounds) were entrusted with filling
not only their roles, but also helping to
fill in for Waddell, Morris and Storrs.
“I was pretty confident being in
there because we practice that stuff

every day,” said Carreri, who finished
with 11 points. “Everyone believes in
everyone else on the team, and they
all believe that I can step up as well as
other players like Tony and Wes, who
had to step up with guys like K'Len
and A1 out.”
3
As the first half progressed, the
defenses began to click. The Lak
ers' defense on Bulldog center Justin
Keenan, which shifted from a 2-3
zone to a constant double team on the
touch, helped hold Ferris State to only
23.5-percent shooting for the half.
Whether it was rebounding or of
fensive execution, the Lakers strug
gled to find a balance and trailed Fer
ris State 28-26 at half.
Coming out in the second, Ferris
State - led by senior Matt DeHart’s
four 3-pointers - extended its twopoint halftime lead to a nine with
16:06 left in the half.
Ferris State’s Keenan found shoot
ers often by passing out of the middle
of the Lakers’ 2-3 zone. After exchang
ing 3-pointers, Ringler took control of
the ball and carried the Lakers back
into the game.
With an array of floaters and drives
to the basket, Ringler scored 16 of the
team’s next 25 points, capping it off
with a jumper to tie the game at 59
with 4:06 left.
After a Keenan free throw with 28
seconds left gave the Bulldogs a onepoint lead,Carreri - who missed a pair
of free throws in the previous posses
sion - came up big in the clutch.
Sophomore guard Breland Hogan
found Carreri, who caught the ball on
the left block, spun to the hoop and
avoided the block attempt by Ferris
State's Williams as he made the lay-up
and drew a foul on DeHart. Carreri
banked in the free throw to give the
Lakers a two-point lead at 69-67.
The ensuing 13 seconds
yielded a contested jumper
by Keenan and multiple
tip-rebounds
before
Ferris State’s Dontae Molden finally
tipped in the tying
basket.
“We were re
ally talking it
out, making sure
everything
was
GVL / Eric Coulter
matched up with Down go the Lakers: Junior James Thomas jumps toward the basket. Thomas finished with 18 points.
Keenan covered,”
State opened the overtime period with cus kind of slipped,” Ringler said.
Carreri said. “I wanted to force him to
Ferris State out-scored GVSU 12-5
the first five points. Putting the Lak
shoot it because he didn’t really shoot
ers’ further behind was the early foul in the overtime en-route to the 79-72
it well from outside, but they were in
ing out of Ringler, who had carried the win. The Lakers will have three days
the right spot (on the miss) and we
to re-group before returning to the
offense in the second half.
need to be tougher to get them out of
“I think we got a little tense and court in a road game against Saginaw
there and get the rebound.”
didn't do a great job executing; coach Valley State University on Thursday.
The tip-in by Molden proved to
hfredericksen @ lanthom xom
put us in position and I guess our fobe a huge momentum swing as Ferris

SPORTS SHORTS
GVSU Lacrosse finalizes 2011
schedule
The Grand Valley State
University men's lacrosse team
announced its 15-game spring
schedule, which will begin this
week with a scrimmage against
Trine University on Feb. 5 at 10:30
а. m.

The schedule runs from early
February to late April and is
highlighted by trips to Concordia
University in Minnesota and Grove
City College in Pennsylvania.
GVSU will play just six home
games, but will get a shot at
archrival Davenport University on
their home turf on St. Patrick's Day
at 5:30 p.m.
Other intriguing matchups
include a date with Butler
University, the alma mater of GVSU
head coach Tim Murray, on Feb.
26 at home at 7 p.m. The Lakers
will also be meeting two-time
defending Division II champion
University of St. Thomas on that trip
to Concordia University on March
12 at 12:30 p.m.
After the regular season ends on
April 26, the Lakers aim to compete
in the Central Collegiate Lacrosse
Association's playoffs, beginning on
April 30.

GLIAC Standings
Womtn's Basketball
1. Michigan Tech (11-1,16-2)
2. Lake Superior State (10-2,13-5)
3. Findlay (9-2,14-4)
4. GVSU (8-4,15-4)
5. Ashland (7-4,12-6)
б. Hillsdale (6-6,12-6)
7. Tiffin (6-7,11-8)
8. Ferris State (5-7,9-9)
9. Northwood (5-7,9-9)
10. Wayne State (5-7,5-13)
11. Saginaw Valley (4-8,6-12)
12. Northern Mich. (3-9,8-11)
13. Ohio Dominican (3-9, 5-13)
14. Lake Erie (1-10,2-15)
Men's Basketball
1. Findlay (10-1,17-1)
2. GVSU (10-2,15-4) •
3. Wayne State (10-2,14-4)
4. Ferris State (10-2,14-5)
5. Hillsdale (9-3,15-3)
6. Lake Superior State (7-5,13-6)
7. Michigan Tech (6-6,11 -8)
8. Saginaw Valley (5-7,9-9)
9. Northwood (5-7,7-13)
10. Tiffin (4-9,5-14)
11. Ashland (3-8,9-9)
12. Northern Mich. (2-10,7-12)
13. Lake Erie (1-10,5-13)
14. Ohio Dominican (1-11,4-14)

Women's basketball sends Bulldogs to the pound
By Derek Wolff
GVL Staff Writer

GVL / Eric Coulter

Drive and di*h: Junior Jasmine Padin drives to the basket. She
finished with 10 points and a game high of eight assists.

The Grand Valley State Univeristy women’s basketball team
vanquished rival Ferris State
University 69-62 before a crowd
of 5,113 at Van Andel Arena
in the first 131 Showdown in
Grand Rapids.
With Detroit fistons public
address announcer John Mason
firing up the crowd all through
out the night, the Lakers used a
19-5 run midway through the
second half to earn a comeback
win. Despite trailing at half
time, the Lakers outscored the
Bulldogs 36-25 in the second
half, getting several crucial de
fensive stops and converting on
last-minute free throws to ice the
game.
Sophomore guard Lauren
Stodola went to the line with

40 ticks left on the clock in the
second half with GVSU leading
by three points. She coolly con
verted both free throws from the
charity stripe, making it a twopossession game.
“I’ve been struggling with
my free throws a bit lately but I
have confidence in myself that 1
can make them and I know my
teammates have confidence in
me to make them,” Stodola said.
“I just really wanted to win this
game and I knew I needed to
step up and hit them.”
After a laker steal, junior
guard Jasmine Padin was fouled
and made both of her free throws
as well, leading to an insur
mountable seven-point lead for
the Lakers, which they did not
relinquish.
Four Lakers reached double
digits in points in the win. lead
ing the way for GVSU was
sophomore Brittany Taylor, who
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shot 6-9 from the field for 16
points. Sophomore center Alex
Stelfox added 15 while pulling
down eight rebounds, with six of
those coming in the second half.
Stodola added 14 points ,while
Padin had ten points, eight as
sists and four steals.
“I’m very proud of our team
with how they came together,
they played very solid defense
and finished some tremendous
possessions down the stretch,”
GVSU head coach Janel Bur
gess said. “Most importantly I
loved their energy that they had
from the very beginning to the
very end.”
The atmosphere and intensity
of the game resonated with Bur
gess as well as with the players.
“First of all. before tip off
we had to take about ten deep
breaths, since we were pretty
fired up, to say the least,” Bur
gess said. “It was just an amaz

ing atmosphere. It was exciting
with how hard Grand Valley
worked to give our ladies this
opportunity, and I’m even more
proud with how our team took
care of business and represented
this university in great fashion.”
When asked after the game
if it was something they would
like to do again, sophomores
Taylor, Stelfox and Stodola re
soundingly said yes.
“It was really fun-we didn't
want to look too far forward to
this game but we all had it in the
back of our minds that our uni
versity was putting this on for
us,” Taylor said. “It was a big
deal and everyone put a lot of
work into it.”
The Lakers improved to 15-4
overall and 8-4 in the GLIAC
standings.

dwolff@ lanthom x om
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SWIMMING AND DIVING

TWO LAKERS RECEIVE NATIONAL SWIMMING HONORS
//

Schrotenboer,
Bush recognized
on conference,
national level

They both
really roll with
the punches, and
they're always
real positive...
they're extremely
hard workers/'

By Jon Adamy
GVL Staff Writer

Two Grand Valley State
University swimmers were
recognized this week as both
the GLIAC conference men’s
and women’s swimmers of the
week, as well as being named
the Counsilman Hunsaker Na
tional Swimmers of the Week
on collegeswimming.com.
Senior swimmer Jordan
Schrotenboerandjuniorswimmer Carly Bush took home
the honors after defeating the
University of Indianapolis
last weekend and contributing
multiple
first-place
finishes.
G VSU
head coach
Andy
Boyce said
this is the
first time
he has seen
G V S U
SCHROTENBOER swimmers
named to
both
the
men’s and
women’s
player of
the week at
the GLIAC
level, let
alone the
national
level.
“They
BUSH

-Andy Boyce
GVSU head coach

GVL Archive
Big time recognition: Grand Valley State University swimmer Carly Bush pulls ahead during the women's 200-yard butterfly at a past event. Bush was

recently named the GLIAC Swimmer of the Week and CollegeSwimming.com National Swimmer of the Week, along with teammate Jordan Schrotenboer.

both really roll with the
punches, and they’re always
real positive; and they’re ex
tremely hard workers, and
that’s kind of the name of the
game in swimming,” Boyce,
said “You just have to push
yourself hard and put your
nose to the grindstone and it
will work out in the end.”
Boyce added that although
Schrotenboer and Bush feel
good about the awards, they

are focused on their times
and pushing the rest of their
teammates as the season pro
gresses and conference com
petition begins.
Schrotenboer took home
first place finishes for the men
in the 200-yard freestyle and
200-yard backstroke as well
as contributing to a top finish
in 400-yard medley relay.
On the women’s side,
Bush captured first place in

the 1,000-yard freestyle, 200yard butterfly and 400-yard
medley relay.
Schrotenboer said he was
excited to receive national
recognition as a senior be
cause he had been nominated
for the award in the past, and
this was his last opportunity
to win it. He attributed the
contributions of his coaches
and teammates in his success
this season.

“A lot of what has helped
me this year is the competi
tiveness of my teammates.
We’re always pushing each
other in practice,” he said.
“Even if you’re having an off
day, one of your teammates
probably isn’t and will push
you through a hard set that
you probably wouldn’t be
able to do quite as well.”
Bush said she was very ex
cited to hear the news that she

had been recognized at both
the conference and national
level. Although Bush said she
has received GLIAC awards
in the past, she is always ex
cited to get recognized for her
performance.
“Every time is special be
cause it shows that your hard
work is paying off and they’re
recognizing you for that,” she
said. “It makes me smile and
feel good whenever I hear
about it; there’s so many oth
er swimmers who work really
hard, and everybody deserves
a shot at it.”
Bush also gave credit to
her teammates and coaching
staff, saying that she has nev
er seen a team that is as much
of a family as the swimming
and diving teams at GVSU.
“I wouldn’t be able to do
any of this without them,” she
said. “They’re the reason any
of us are doing as well as they
are.”
The men’s and women’s
swimming and diving teams
will next compete in the GLI
AC championships in Jenison,
Mich, beginning on Feb. 9.

jadamy@ lanthorn .com

WOMEN'S TRACK AND FIELD

Murphy sets Divison II record in women's weight toss
Throw of 67-5 best in Division II
history, 5th best in NCAA history
By Kevin VanAntwerpen
GVL Staff Writer

Grand Valley State University thrower Liz Murphy set a new
NCAA Division II record for the weight toss field event on Friday
during the Lakers’ two-day trip to Bloomington, Ind.
“It just looked perfect from the start,” said runner Kayla Vallan,
who witnessed the throw. “She let go and it just flew. It was crazy.
Everyonp was cheering her on, clapping and pumping her up.”
The sophomore’s throw reached a distance of 67-5, breaking her
previous personal best of 62- II 1/2. It was not only the new Division
II record, but also the fifth-best throw in NCAA history.
“I’ve been practicing a lot and I knew it was coming, but I never
expected it to be that far,” Murphy said.

//

I've been practicing
a lot, and I knew it was
conning, but I never
expected it to go that
far."
MURPHY
The trip also saw three runners qualify for the NCAA Indoor
National conferences in the 800-meter run. Junior Monica Kinney
and Senior Katherine McCarthy both hit NCAA provisional marks
for the first time this season with times of 2 minutes, 12.49 seconds
and 2:1420, respectively. Junior Chanelle Caldwell topped her
previous provisional marks with a time of 2:14.29
Despite setting records and hitting qualifying marks, not every
story from the weekend was a success story - senior Kayla Vallar
had originally set out to break the NCAA Division II record in the
distance medley of 11:24 but fell short by a mere five seconds.
“It’s an eye opener when you go out there and perform .to the
best of your abilities and you know you have to perform better,” she
said. “But you can’t let it discourage you. You have to go out and
do it again.”
The meet was held at Indiana University in Bloomington, Ind.,
GVL Archive / Andrew Mills
Push to postseason: Freshmen Kalena Franklin approaches a hurdle during the

JIMMT JOHN’S,
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Bob Eubanks Open. The Lakers provisionally qualified three runners for nationals.

HOW you ANP I
Wilt NEVER PART!
STEPHANIE- B. - OMAHA. HI

• Well-prepared graduates have better than 97% pass rate for
first-time takers on the Occupational Therapy Certification
Exam; 100% of our graduates who want to work in the field
of OT are employed.
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and saw the approximately 55 members of the women’s track
and field teams competing against the likes of both Division I and
Division II teams, including Lincoln University, the University of
Michigan and Notre Dame University.
Overall, the meet found the Lakers in good shape, said GVSU
head coach Jerry Baltes. He said it’s simply one way to prepare the
team for the ultimate goal - winning nationals.
“It’s the best competition we’ve faced so far," he said. “That’s
why we go to these meets - to get NCAA qualifiers, but also to
get used to the pressure so that whether we’re at a conference or at
nationals, we’re prepared. Some kids handled it really well, some
melted under the pressure a little bit.”
As for nationals this year, the Lakers believe they have a clean
shot. They’re currently ranked No. I in NCAA Division II and have
qualified players for nationals in almost every event.
“It’s to the point where we’re thinking,4 We can really win this,”’
Vallar said.
The next track and field meet will pit Grand Valley State
University against Saginaw Valley State University in Saginaw on
Feb. 4.

kvanantnerpen @ lanthorn jcom
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MEN'S HOCKEY

Laker hockey splits series against Michigan State
Team still in the running for ACHA National Championship
By Greg Monahan
GVL Sports Editor

What a difference a day
makes.
After struggling mightily
to find the back of the net
in East Lansing on Friday,
losing 2-1, the Grand Val
ley State University men’s
hockey team bounced back
decidedly on Saturday night,
cruising to a 4-1 win against
Michigan State University.
The Lakers had a late flur
ry of shots to try and notch
the tying goal Friday, but
Spartan goalie Drake Todd
made several huge saves to
keep the Lakers off the board
and almost single-handedly
earn the win for his team.
Todd did not have the same
luck on Saturday. GVSU
scored two first-period goals
before notching one each in
the second and third periods,
and senior goalie Grant Lyon
made 28 saves on 29 shots to
even the weekend series.
“We started on time today,
we really got it going right at
the puck drop,” said senior
forward Eric Beaupre, who
scored the first Laker goal
Saturday night. “(Friday) we
came out slow, we weren’t
good in the second either,
and then finally for maybe
ten minutes in the third we

played well. But tonight we
got two right off the bat, and
they got one but we never re
ally looked back.”
Just 10 seconds after
Beaupre scored with 14:07
left in the first. Brad Keough
found a rebound and put it
past Todd to put GVSU up

2-0.
“I was trailing (GVSU
forward Derek Williams),
and two guys came after him
so I was calling for the drop
pass,” said Keough, whose
goal stood up to be the Lak
ers’ game-winner. “But he got
a shot off somehow, it came
out right to me, and 1 fired it
as hard as 1 could. There was
no way I was missing that
one.”
The Lakers saw their
streak of seven straight
games with a power play
goal end on Friday, and the
team struggled with the man
advantage throughout the
weekend. The team had mul
tiple power play opportuni
ties each game but were un
able to capitalize.
But that didn’t hurt the
Lakers in the latter half of the
series as the team notched
four even-strength goals to
salvage a split.
The goal of the game came
off an unlikely stick for the
Lakers, when senior defenseman Jake Vaughan stepped

//

It's a relief
to finally get
one in. I'm just
glad we won,
though. I don't
care if I score
as long as we
win/7
-Jake Vaughan
Senior defenseman

into a slapshot with just 16
seconds left in the second
period and blasted the puck
by Todd to give GVSU a 3-1
lead heading into the final
frame. It was Vaughan’s first
goal of the season.
“I wasn’t aiming or any
thing, I just put my head
down and hit it as hard as I
could,” Vaughan said. “I hon
estly didn’t know it went in.
Chad (W'ilhelm) was skating
at me, screaming, so either he
was mad or I had scored. It’s
a relief to finally get one in.
I’m just glad we won though.
1 don’t care if I don’t score as
long as we win.”
GVSU has now won six
of its last eight games and
holds a 9-2 record against

GVL / Nicole Lamson
Win one, lose one: Senior forward Ryan Arndt battles the puck away from a Spartan defender during Saturday's

game against Michigan State. The Lakers won Saturday's game 4-1, bouncing back from a 2-1 loss Friday night.

Division II opponents on the
season. The team will face
off against the University of
Michigan this weekend in a
home-and-home series.
“I think we’re really hit
ting our stride, we’re a con

fident team,” Beaupre said.
“Michigan plays us tough
every year, but hopefully
we can come away with two
wins there and really start
picking up our game. Then
we can hopefully get that au

tomatic bid to nationals like
we want.”

sports@ lanthorn .com

see LANTHORN.COM
for an online slideshow
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MEN'S TRACK AND FIELD

Lakers compete with mixed
success at Indianapolis Relays
By Zach Sepanik
GVL Staff Writer

The Grand Valley State University men’s track and field
team took a trip to Bloomington, Ind. this past weekend
to compete in the Indianapolis Relays, competing against
Divison I competition such as Indiana University and
Notre Dame in an unscored meet. The team’s highlight
was freshman sprinter Logan Hoffman, who earned a firstplace finish in the 400-meter dash with a time of 49.75
seconds.
GVSU head coach Jerry Baltes saw some good and bad
things to take away from such a young team’s performance
at the Relays.
“We had some decent things happen, some okay and
also some ugly things,” Baltes said. “We did not false start
in the 4x4 relpy and they were able to run a provisional
time. We are a pretty young team so a lot was new for our
men, but they are learning and getting a little better each
week.”
On Friday, the team was led by junior thrower Kyle
Eno’s sixth-place finish in the shot put with a distance of
51-3 1/2 and freshman jumper Patrick Livengood’s secondplace finish in the high jump with a jump of 6-4. Also,
in the mile run, sophomore distance runner Larry Julson
finished with a time of 4:16.41, closely followed by fellow
junior Tyler Emmorey, who finished in 4:17.57.
Senior sprinter Eric Lowe realizes the season still has a
long way to go and this new experience will lead to good
things down the road.
“I did not have the greatest times in my events,” Lpwe
said. “But I know that it is only the middle of the season. It
was a new experience to run on a 200-meter track as 1 have
never run on one before. We had a goal at the beginning
of the indoor season and hopefully this will help push us
toward that goal.”
On Saturday, Logan Hoffman paced the Lakers with
his performance in the 400-meter dash, taking first and
edging out Notre Dame sprinter Brendan Dougherty by
.08 seconds. Meanwhile, in the 200-meter dash, freshman
Bret Myers finished fourth with a time of 23.07 seconds.
Freshman jumper Aaron Dewberry finished third in the
long jump with a jump of 23-2 1/2.
Freshman sprinter Chris Teitsma said he felt the strong
competition will help the team as the season progresses
and believes the team has room to improve.
“It was fun to see and race against some of the big
names in our sport, like Notre Dame,” said Teitsma. “We
fared well against them as our times were pretty close to
theirs so it is definitely a motivating feeling. We can now
use this to mainly work hard to get faster and get ready for

//

We had some decent things
happen, some okay and also some
ugly things. We did not false start
in the 4x4 relay and they were able
to run a provisional time. We are a
pretty young team so a lot was new
for our men, but they are learning and
getting a little better each week."
-Jerry Baltes
GVSU head coach

indoor nationals.”
Baltes understands how this meet can
help his young men’s squad and that the
motivation they gained from the tough
competition will help their focus.
“Competing against Notre Dame and
Indiana University will most definitely
help us down the road,” Baltes said.
“Hopefully it helped our young guys
learn how to deal with the stress and HOFFMAN
pressure of such a challenging situation.
Our groups, overall, just need to stay
focused, take care of their bodies and
stay smart, so that we can compete at a high level.”

zsepanik@ lanthorn .com
GVL Archive / Andrew Mills
Hit and miss: Sophomore Donny Stiffler participates in the shot put during

a past competition. The Lakers struggled over the weekend in Indianapolis.
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Kids mark 100th
anniversary of
Curie's Nobel Prize
By Marc Maycroft
GVL Staff Writer

Kids and parents alike took a day to cel
ebrate math and science at Grand Valley State
University’s Super Science Saturday. The fes
tivities featured academic departments includ
ing the Regional Math and Science Center,
the chemistry department and the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences.
Children grades K-12 were welcomed by
nearly 200 GVSU student and faculty volun
teers in the Padnos and Loutit halls. The free
event gave families an opportunity to see how
math and science affect their daily lives.
“Our goal is to engage kids, parents and
their teachers in fun, content-driven activi
ties that show how chemistry is woven into
everyday experiences,” said Karen Meyers,
director of GVSU’s Regional Math and Sci
ence Center and coordinator of Super Science
Saturday. “We hope to promote chemistry and
all sciences to kids.”
This year marks the international year of
chemistry and the 100th anniversary of Marie
Curie winning the Nobel Prize in the field of
chemistry, an award given to only three wom
en since Curie.
Meyers said women are especially scarce
in the science and math fields, and the Super
Science Saturday offers a chance to celebrate
women in science.
Super
Science
Saturday occurs once
every three years, and
GVSU has celebrated
the event since Pad
nos Hall was built in
19%.
This year, 2j000
visitors were expected
to participate in the
hands-on
activities,
GVL / Nicole Lamson
and the crowd did not Scientific: Nine-year-old
disappoint.
Christy Vanderpleet learns
Some exhibits had about photosynthesis
long lines of curious
faces of all ages. Parents shuffled closely be
hind their children, who hurried to see the next
exhibit.
“It’s something new for kids - something
that wasn’t around when we were young,” said
Andy Rush, a GVSU graduate and father. “It
gets them interested in something other than
video games. I didn’t ever get to do anything
like this, except what we did in school.”
Hoping to get the kids interested in math
and science, Tami Bailey brought her grand
children to the event.
“I know not enough kids are getting into
that,” she said as she watched the children
learn about watencolors and the effect salt can
have on them.
Many parents expressed gratitude to the
presenters and volunteers for their help in run
ning the event.
“That’s one good thing about Grand Val
ley,” said Bailey. “The students volunteer a
lot.”
Michelle Bunton, math program coordina
tor for the Regional Math and Science Center
and Super Science Saturday volunteer coordi
nator, dispersed volunteers to their respective
posts, a job that kept her busy throughout the
day. However, her own children rushed to the
volunteer station to tell her about the science
stations they visited.
“This is part of my job, but I would do it
anyway because it’s an awesome cause,” she
said
She added events like Super Science Satur
day did not exist when she was young, but if
they had, she would have been a part of them.
While the open-door activities kept every
one moving for most of the day, the event had
three feature presentations.
The theatre department offered a short pro
duction called “Me and Marie Curie,” a drama
based on the life of Madelyn, a 16-year-old
who excels in science. She wants NASA to
accept her as part of the first “manned” mis
sion to Mars. Along the way, she partners with
Marie Curie and discovers the science of her
dream.
A segment of the day belonged to “Amaz
ing Chemistry,” which featured a demonstra
tion of chemistry and its principles, geared for
grades 3-6, but fun and informative for the
family. The presentation drew several excited
gasps from the children. As they left the pre
sentation, many of the kids tugged at their par
ents’ coats and told them favorite moments.
Lynn Hogue captured the attention of
kids and parents alike with her presentation,
“Chemistry with Charisma!” Her exhibition
taught visitors the science of potato guns,
whoopee cushions and a couple magic tricks.
“Is it magic,” she asked to her audience,
“or is it science?’
Hogue, a well-traveled speaker, author and
retired educator expressed the need for chil
dren to be interested in science and math.
“Science is one of the coolest things you
can learn,” she said. “If you ignore math and
science, you cut yourself off from a lot of ca
reers.” /

mma\K n>ft@ lanthorn jcom
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I only get to see (my

GVL / Rachel Dwyer

Create-a-Crittcr: Little Lakers
show off their new stuffed animals.

GVL / Rachel Dwyer

Family time: Hannah Sevens spends time with her nieces.

GVL / Rachel Dwyer

Fun and game*: A tiny Laker gets ready to explore the
giant moon bounce during Sibs and Kids Weekend.

By Samantha Arnold

brother) every six or seven

GVL Staff Writer

weeks, so this was a lot of fun.

Colorful balloons marked the
way through the Kirkj^of Center,
and the lobby filled vs ith the smells
of popcorn and swedfltt sibs and
kids laughed and sang along with live
music.
Brothers, sisters and children of faculty,
staff and students came to campus Friday and
Saturday as part of Sibs and Kids Weekend, an
event that invites young family members to cam
pus to enjoy a wealth of child-friendly activities.
Members of Spotlight Productions, the stu
dent organization that coordinated the weekend,
said the outcome of the 2011 Sibs and Kids
Weekend was successful.
“We had a lot of fun and got to do things that
we normally don’t do,” said junior Qarly Rouke,
Spotlight Productions ETC Community Chair.
“Overall, it was successful. We heard a lot of
positive things from the kids.”
Erika Noth, Spotlight Productions vice presi
dent of Records, said 800 to 900 guests had pre
registered for the weekend.
“People are really having a great time and en
joying it,” said Zac VanOsdol, Spotlight Produc
tions director of Sibs and Kids Weekend.
Sibs and Kids Weekend began with excite
ment buzzing on the Allendale Campus Friday.
Lines quickly stacked as students and faculty ar
rived with their siblings and children.
Freshman Jennifer Kuzara said Sibs and Kids
Weekend lets younger people see the campus
life.
“It has a lot of things that Grand Valley State
University set up that the kids like,” said Ku
zara.
Kirkhof Center offered many enticing oppor
tunities for fun. including Henna tattoos, Createa-Critter, a bounce house, Tasty Treats, crafts,
karaoke, and tie-dye, among many others.
Create-a-Critter and tie-dyeing were the most
popular events Friday because they catered to a
variety of ages.
“Sibs and Kids Weekend is a great experience
for (Jessica) and her sisters to get together,” said
Roger Martin, father of freshman Jessica Mar
tin. “They only get to see each other every few
weeks.”
As Friday night continued, booths and tables
for activities grew large lines. Volunteers and stu
dent organizations helped with the Sibs and Kids
Weekend event by mnning games and helping
with food and activities.
Student oiganization FACE AIDS volun
teered with the spaghetti tower activity.
“It’s fun interacting with all of the kids," said

It's a nice way to hang out
with him/7
-Kelsey Rice
GVSU freshman

Valerie Stach, secretary of FACE AIDS.
For junior Heather Parros, who does promo
tions for FACE AIDS, the weekend was not just
about volunteer work.
“As a kid, I came to Sibs and Kids Week
end with my older sister,” said Parros. “We had
a blast, I definitely recommend it for other stu
dents. It’s fun for the kids to see what college life
is about. It encourages them.”
The weekend event continued in the Turf
Building Saturday, where eneigy levels were
high. Parents lay exhausted in the bleachers or in
the middle of the turf fields.
“The whole Weekend has been fun,” said
junior Ashley Burk, who stood in line for cari
catures with her 10-year-old sister, Paige Papsh.
“It’s awesome to have my younger sister for the
weekend. And it’s kid oriented. Even though the
lines can be long, we still have a blast.”
Freshman Kelsey Rice plans on attending the
event next year with her younger brother, Brett
Rice,II.
“I only get to see him every six or seven
weeks, so this is a lot of fun,” Kelsey said. “It’s a
nice way to hang out with him.”
The pair had watched a magic show in Kirk
hof Center Friday, and the performance left an
impression on Brett.
“The magician was so cool," Brett said. “He
made a bowling ball come out of a pad of pa
per.”
Activities in the Turf Building included gi
ant inflatables and slides, caricatures, a sports
workshop, Quidditch and snacks. The Recre
ation Center also opened its rock wall for open
climbing.
“The rock climbing was really cool and busy,”
said freshman Eric Maude. “But it’s a good way
to spend time with my little sister, who I don’t
get to see very much.”
Maude’s sister, 7, said she most enjoyed
taking snapshots with her brother in the photo
booth.
Sibs and Kids Weekend ended with a hockey
game scheduled at 7 pm. Saturday so the reg
istered students, faculty, siblings and kids could
attend a college sporting event.
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Announcements

Employment

GVSU make Lake Michigan
Credit Union your bank. With
4% Max Checking and 5
ATMs on campus it’s the
best for GVSU.

Work on Mackinac Island.
Make lifelong friends. The Is
land House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are looking for
help in all areas this summer:
Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait
Staff, Sales Clerks, Kitchen,
Baristas. Housing, bonus,
and discounted meals. (906)
847-7196. www.theislandhouse.com

No spring break plans? Make
planning
easy
at
Lanthorn.com. Click the
“Travel” tab and check on
prices to the best spring
break destinations with only
a
few
clicks.
www.lanthom.com
True North Campus Ministry
helping students discover
God’s call in college, career,
and life. Bible study, discus
sion groups, service. Learn
more at www.truenorthonline.org
Want GVSU news now? The
Lanthorn has it covered. Visit
our website, Facebook, You
Tube, or Twitter for the latest
GVSU campus and sports
news, www.lanthorn.com
_________ Services_________
Jimmy Johns delivers 7 days
a week! 616-892-2000
University Bookstore. Shop
online anytime with the University
Bookstore.
www.ubs.qvsu.edu

Wanted
Bartenders wanted. Up to
$250/Day. No Experience
necessary. Training provided.
Age
18+ Okay.
Call
1-800-965-6520. ext. 226.

________ For Sale________
New professional Sont Fx7
(1080 HD). Selling with two
addtional lens (wide and -fish
eye), 10 ft fire wire cord, Sony
flash card for camera, wide
screen for onboard mic and
ND filter. Asking $2200 for
everything. Please email if
interested
ledforal@mail.gvsu.edu! I can
send pictures!
_________Housing________
An easy going Christian Male
and business student looking
for another male to room
with for the Spring/Summer
and/or Fall 2011. I have a
two bedroom, one bath
apartment in Apple Ridge
Apartments on Lake Michi
gan Drive, near Walker Fire
Station/Park n Ride. Fea
tures: apartment is furnished
except for the room to rent,
free parking, pool, and all
utilities included (even inter
net) except electricity ($30).
Rent is $310/person/month,
plus electricity. Great deal,
nice location. Non-smokers
preferred. Email Nick at
cousinon@mail.qvsu.edu.

Grand Valley’s best kept
deal. University Townhomes
& Apartments guarantees the
lowest price per person. En
joy a quiet atmosphere with a
variety of home styles to
choose from less than 2
miles from campus. Call Tim
today 616-477-5511
Hey Ladies! I am looking for
one female roommate to take
over my lease at Boltwood
Apartments! Large spacious
bedrooms with two closets,
large bathroom with 2 sinks,
bus stop right out front of the
building! Rent is $357/month
plus utilities. Contact me at
269-313-0126
or
kreggk@mail.gvsu.edu
Livin’ Large. Copper Beech
townhomes and apartments
have up to 2000 ft of square
space. Enjoy golden stan
dards with a copper price.
Call 616-895-2900 or visit
www.copperbeechtownhomes.com
Lofts 45 offers 1 & 2 bed
room lofts with 1 to 12 month
lease terms. We are formerly
known as Heritage Towne
Square. 6101 Lake Michigan
Drive. 616-895-2500
New digs at Loft 45. 1&2
bedroom lofts. 10-12 month
lease terms. Find yourself
here! www.heritagetownesquare.com.
616-895-2500
48 West is now leasing for
Fall 2011. Rates start as low
a $395 per month and there
are 1,2 and 4 bedroom units.
616-895-2400
www.48west.com
Opportunities
True North Campus Ministry
helping students discover
God’s call in college, career,
and life. Bible study, discus
sion groups, and service.
Learn more at www.truenorthonline.org.
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King Crossword
ACROSS
1 U.K. fliers
4 Light appli
cations
8 Campus
area
12 John’s
Yoko
13 Birthright
barterer
14 Language
of Pakistan
15 Like —
(very
rapidly)
17 Hollywood
dashers
18 Unable to
hear
19 Not just
plump
20 Work in a
refinery
22 Mani-pedi
prop
24 Tortoise’s
challenger
25 Deuce,
maybe
29 Past
30 Layered rock
31 Ultramod
ernist
32 Youthful
indiscretions
34 Unseen
hazard
35 Super Bowl
XXXIV
champs
36 Prosperous
times
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26

23
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35
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19

33

38

10

17

21

29

9

4

13

18

37

7

16

15

20

6

42

43

47

1

50

27
6 Prohibit
7 Take to court
8 Where joual 28
is spoken
30
9 Incite
10 Commotions 33
34
11 Bernhardt
36
contempo
rary
16 Take a
37
letter?
38
39
19 Shoppe
description
40
DOWN
20 “Pygmalion”
writer
1 Tier
42
43
2 Singer
21 Creche trio
44
DiFranco
22 Decrees
23 Troubles
3 Nonsense
45
4 Trim a roast 25 “Pow!”
5 “Yeah, right!” 26 Pesky

37 Subse
quently
40 Ethereal
41 Unyielding
42 Mr. Hickok
46 Platter
47 Initial stake
48 Born
49 Obi, e.g.
50 No-see-um’s
cousin
51 Obtain

48
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Paper
quantity
Feet, slangily
Take to the
skies
Get all wet
Soak up
Bathroom
fixture
Covers
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Pitch
Utah ski
resort
Vacillate
Hostel
Appomattox
surrenderer
Allow
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STRANGE BUTTRUE
By Samantha Weaver
• It was legendary American
crime novelist Rex Stout who
made the following sage
observation: “Nothing is more
admirable than the fortitude
with
which
millionaires
tolerate the disadvantages of
their wealth.”

In addition to print, we also
publish all of our articles on
our website. Check it out!

• If you have an aversion
to bugs, you might not want
to take a vacation in Borneo
anytime soon. The world’s
third largest island is home to
a particular stick insect that,
measuring in at 14 inches,
is the longest insect in the
world.
• You might be surprised to
learn that the earliest recorded
reference to a vending
machine dates back to the
first century. It seems that a
mathematician and engineer

named Hero of Alexandria
invented a mechanism that
dispensed a fixed amount
of holy water when a patron
deposited a coin.

• Those who study such
things say that of the 785
million adults in the world
who are unable to read, twothirds are women.

• In the African nation of
Somalia, a man is permitted
to have as many as four wives
— but only if he can support
them all.

Thought for the Day:

***

“Moderate giftedness has
been made worthless by the
printing press and radio and
television and satellites and
all that. A moderately gifted
person who would have
been a community treasure
a thousand years ago has to
give up, has to go into some
other line of work, since
modem
communications
put him or her into daily
competition with nothing but
world’s champions.” -- Kurt
Vonnegut, Jr.

• Between 70 percent and
80 percent of the world’s fresh
water is stored in glaciers,
and all but 1 percent of the
world’s glaciers are found in
the Arctic or Antarctic.
• You've probably heard
of solar-powered cars (even if
they’re not in common use),
but you may not realize that
there have also been examples
of solar-powered airplanes,
motor scooters and boats.

(c) 2011
Synd., Inc.
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Lion dances, Mulan to kick off Year of the Rabbit
By Susie Skowronek
GVL Laker Life Editor

Asian cultures will bid farewell to the year of the Tiger on
Wednesday and say hello Thursday to the year of the Rabbit.
To celebrate the occurrence, the Grand Valley State University
Asian New Year celebration will take place from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Thursday in the Grand River Room of Kirkhof Center.
The Asian Student Union will provide traditional Asian cuisine
such as egg rolls, crab rangoons, lo mein, fried rice, sushi, beef
dishes, curry chicken, honey chicken, white rice, fortune cookies
and other snacks.
The event will feature both traditional and modem performances
from various Asian ethnic groups.
The Asian Student Union ill perform a short skit about the
original tale of Mulan and will walk in a cultural fashion show.
Delta Phi Lambda, an Asian-interest sorority, will perform a fandance. Students will play piano and traditional instruments from
East Asian nations. Bee Yang, president of the Hmong American
Student Association, and Delta Phi Lambda member Linda Truong
will sing
The event will also bring outside performers. University of
Michigan’s group Function will dance in a contemporary-modem
style, and three performers from a Grand Rapids martial arts studio
will give a traditional Lion Dance.
The Chinese developed their calendar, a system known as the
lunar calendar in the West, thousands of years ago.
Chinese New Year falls on the second new moon after the
winter solstice, and the new year celebration marks the opening
of the Spring Festival.
“Chinese count the year with the Western calendar, and they
use the Chinese calendar to mark celebrations,” said Patrick Shan,
associate professor of history with a specialization in Chinese
history.
Because China provided the foundations for other East Asian
cultures - mainland China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Macao,
Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Vietnam, Korea, Tibet, Bhutan,
Mongolia and Japan - the Chinese influenced their neighbors’
cultural celebrations.
Countries in East Asia adopted the Chinese cultural practices,
such as the use of the zodiac to name each year with an animal.
“The Chinese developed a superstition to predict the future,”
Shan said. “The animals symbolize different characteristics.”
This year is the year of the rabbit, whose major characteristic
is luck.
“The Asian New Year is cultural, religious and functional,” said
Mitchell Diep, president of the Asian Student Union.
New Year began with the myth of a monster that terrorized
a Chinese city. Now, citizens ward away the monster with food
offerings, fireworks, lanterns, new clothes and the color red.
These defensive techniques appear at various times throughout
the course of the new year, also known as the Spring Festival.
The Spring Festival consists of 15 days of celebration.
The first day, the most important day, everyone gathers for a
family meal.
Diep’s family gathers on the first day of the Spring Festival to
share in the standard family celebration, and he enjoys the people
and the food.
“I have a giant family, consisting of upwards of 70 people, and
just all meet in one house,” he said. “And from there we have this
cuisine that is just amazing. This food - usually duck, sometimes a

Courtesy photo / Stephanie Ly

Spreading the tradition: Members of the Asian Student Union pose for a picture during a past celebration.

During the event, there are performances and food.

Year of the Rabbit
2011,1999,1987,1975,1963,1951,1939,1927,1915
Those born in the year of the rabbit are lucky.
They are also timid, wise, cautious, tactful,
popular, considerate, admired, trusted,
kind, gossipy, even-tempered, clever, and
conservative.
Those born in the year of the rabbit are
compatible with those born in the years of
the sheep, pig and dog.

whole pig or any kind of pork dish, fish ... Just getting the family
together and respecting our elders and respecting our heritage.”
At the new year, people look for three ideas: prosperity, well
being and luck.
“My favorite thing about celebrating Chinese New Year is just
being able to get together with my family - just spending time
with them and catching up and eating a nice dinner together,” said
Stephanie Ly, vice president of the Asian Student Union.
Ly also encourages students to learn more about Asian culture
and to attend the New Year celebration at GVSU.
“People are used to seeing their own cultures and traditions,
and it gives them a chance to see different perspective,” she said.

Courtesy photo / Google Images
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Historical leaders set example for modern society
Whitney compares Lincoln to
Churchill in community lecture
By Marcus J. Reynolds
GVL Staff Writer

The whole world seems to
be in total unrest with invis
ible enemies like unemploy
ment, hyper-commercialism,
corporate greed and govern
ment overspending.
But Gleaves Whitney, di
rector of the Hauenstein Cen
ter for Presidential Studies
at Grand Valley State Uni
versity, gave a speech that
reminded audience members
of the inner strength needed
to rise above society’s cur
rent challenges. His Thurs
day presentation, “Democ
racy’s Greatest Leaders:
Abraham Lincoln and Win
ston Churchill,’’ compared
the character traits of each
great leader.
The orator started the
presentation at Gerald Ford
Presidential Museum by con
trasting Winston Churchill
with Abraham Lincoln.
“If we were to compare
two modern-day statesman it’s not a natural pairing, but
it shows the range of leader
ship under stress,” Whitney
said.

He compared their ances
try, education and social and
political status.
“Lincoln would be con
sidered ‘white trash’ by
today’s standards, while
Churchill was born from
an upper-class pedigree,”
Whitney said. “Churchill
was raised in a palace versus
Lincoln’s childhood life in
the colonies.”
Their educational back
ground also showed their
economic disparity. Lincoln
had only one year of basic
reading, writing and arith
metic, while Churchill at
tended boarding school and
the best universities.
“Considering social back
grounds, Lincoln was a dirt
farmer who loved to read
and resisted the colony life,
which consisted of hunt
ing, trapping, and fighting,”
Whitney said. • “Churchill
enjoyed the life of an aris
tocrat, lavish parties and an
international travel.”
However, both politicians
had strained relationships
with their parents. Lincoln’s
resistance to colony life
brought shame to his father,
and Churchill’s prestigious

father refused to visit him
during his boarding school,
even though the school was
located in the same town.
Whitney brought home
the points that their shared
traits of English mastery, loss
of young children, strained
parental relationships, and
tenderheartedness.
“Both were out of the
limelight until their nations
suffered a national cri
sis. Their personal suffer
ing gave them the capacity
to make tough decisions,”
Whitney said. “Lincoln led
this nation through the Civil
War and the emancipation of
slaves, while Churchill led
his nation to victory against
the Nazi regime.”

The speaker said both the
president and the prime min
ister shared the ability to ar
ticulate their emotional and
inner strengths to their coun
tries during national crises.
“The presidents were
distinguished because they
pulled the nation through
tough times when others
weren’t willing to step up to
the plate,” said Brian Flana
gan, associate director of the
Hauenstein Center. “Stu
dents will be able to take
those lessons with them as
they continue to go through
tough times.”
Flanagan said the oppor
tunity to house the event at
the Gerald Ford Presidential
Museum welcomed commu

nity members interested in
reaching out to young lead
ers.
However, audience mem
ber, Sharon Yentsh of Cas
cade Township, wondered
where the young folks were.
Most people in attendance
were members of the com
munity.
“While I know much
about Abe, I know little
about Winston. This will
help make my involvement
in politics more meaning
ful,” Yentsh said. “Citizens
must be as strong as their
leaders. Sadly, we don’t see
much of this today.”
Even though Yentsh pon
dered the whereabouts of
the young and the state of

leadership
t o d«e y ,
Whitney
said
he
thinks we
can learn
from our
fo r e f a thers.
“I think
the young WHITNEY
will be all
right if we
tell the stories of Lincoln
and Churchill to our young,”
Whitney said. “Democracy
requires citizens to be asstrong as their leaders.”

mreynolds @ lanthorn .com
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I think the
young will be
all right if we
tell the stories
of Lincoln and
Churchill to our
young.77
-Gleaves Whitney
Director, Hauenstein
Center for Presidential
Studies
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